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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

The November 1995 issue of ACT Business Indica-
tors sces the introduction of trend series number of
dwelling units financed and original room occu-
pancy rates. From November issue the price index of
house building materials will no longer be included.
Series updated since the October 1995 issue are: la-
bour force, industrial disputes; housing finance,
building approvals, building commencements, engi-
necring construction; consumer price index; retail
turnover: tourist accommodation; and new motor
vehicle registrations.

Notable movements in this issue include:

s The ACT showed the lowest trend
unemployment rate of all the States and
Territories in October 1995 with 6.5% of the
labour force unemployed. This rate was also
the lowest rate reported in the ACT since June
1991 when it also stood at 6.5 %.

s The trend number of dwelling units financed
in the ACT during August 1995 increascd by
6.0% from July 1995, the fourth consecutive
monthly rise since April. The trend estimate
for the value of commitments in the ACT in
August 1995 was $76.1 million, an increase of
4.2% on the previous month.

s The trend for the total number of dwelling
units approved in the ACT in September 1995
rose by 3.3%, the [lirst positive increasc since
September 1994. Nationally the trend total
number of dwelling units approved fell by
2.0% over the period.

» The number of new residential housing
commencements in the ACT fell by 4.6 % in
the Junc guarter 1995 to 314 with a
corresponding fall of 7.2% in the value of
commencements. The value of non-residential
commencements increased by 7.9% thus
reducing the overall fall in the value of

building commencements in the quarter to
5.4%.

The value of engineering construction work
done in the ACT during the June quarter 1995
was $38.6 miilion, an increase of 12.2% on the
March quarter 1995 estimate of $34.4 million,
but 8.3% below the level recorded in the June
quarter 1994.

The All groups CPl for Canberra increased by
1.3% between the June and

September quarters 1995, resulting in an
annual increase of 5.8%. Contributing most to
the overall increase this quarter were vehicle
insurance, local government rates and charges
and mortgage intcrest charges. The weighted
average of the eight capital cities increased by
1.2 % in the September quarter 1995 and
5.1% over the ycar.

Growth in the trend estimate of retail
turnover in the ACT grew by only 0.1% in
September 1995. Increases in the clothing and
soft good and food retailing industry groups
were offset by decreases in the hospitality and
services, houschold good retailing and
department store industry groups. Nationally
the trend estimate increased by 0.5% on the
August 3995 figure.

The room occupancy rate for hotels, motcls
and guest houses in the ACT fell by 2.1% to
64 % in June quarter 1995. The

Junc quarter 1995 occupancy rate was 3.2%
higher than that reported for june quarter
1994, Nationally the room occupancy rates
showed a 3.4% decline from the previous
quarter and a 3.7% increasc on the June
quarter 1994 figure.

The trend estimate for new motor vehicle
registrations for the ACT in September 1995
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was 983, a fall of 2.5% from August 1995, but
7.2% higher than for September 1994,
Nationally trend estimates in September 1995

were 2.0% lower than the previous month and
1.3% lower than the September 1994 figure.

Dalma Jacobs
Statistician Australian Capital Territory
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TABLE 1. AUSTRALIAN BUSINESS EXPECTATIONS: SALES,
DECEMBER QUARTER 1995/SEPTEMBER QUARTER 1996
EXPECTED AGGREGATE CHANGE

{per cent)
Austrafian
Capital
Period Territory Australis
Short-term
Sept. gtr 1904-Dec. qtr 1904 1.1 36
Dec. grr 1994-Mar. gqfr 1995 -1.3 -0B
Mar. atr 1995-June gtr 1995 5.2 i.4
June gtr 1995-Sept. qr 1995 0.8 1.3
Sept. qur 1894-Dec. qtr 1985 2.0 21
Medium-term
Sept. gtr 1994-Sept. qgir 1995 15 2.8
Dec. atr 1984-Dec. qtr 1995 35 3.3
Mar. gir 1985-Mar, qtr 1995 3.0 3.0
June gtr 1895-June qrr 1986 - .8 2.3
Sept. gtr 18995-Sept. qtr 1886 31 3.4

TABLE 2. AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY BUSINESS INDICATORS, NOVEMBER 1995

Austrafian Cepital Terntory

Austrafia

Change from Change from
previous  same period

Chenge from (hange from
previous same period

Latest period previous year L atest perod previous year
Indicator Unit figure %) %} figure (% %)
POPULATION, VITAL AND LABOUR
POPRU_ATION, March gtr 85 TG00 3039 0.8 1.2 12 G005 0.4 1.1
Natural increase no. 841 6.7 -12 a6 567 15.2 1.4
Net regration no. 1384 ~-325C -6 3809 31 9s2 262.6 63.7
Total increase no. 2225 11861 168.4 68 659 63.2 23.3
LABOUR FORCE, October 8%
Original senies
Employed 000 158.8 - 1.7 35 B 2628 - 0.8 z8
Unemployed ‘000 Q.7 -85 - 230 7380 - 3.2 -18
Unemployment ratefa) % 5.8 -4 -1.8 82 -~ (.2 -0.4
Parucipation rate(al % 72.6G ~ 1.7 0e 63.4 -CB 06
Long-term unemployed (September 85) no. 2 208 -11¢t -17.7 234 114 .4 -~ 20.2
Long-term ynempioyed as percentage total
unemployed {Septermber 85 a) % 208 C.2 -15 30,7 -1 -48
Trend seres
Employec ‘000 16C.5% C.4 3.8 8 254.0 -0.1 3.0
Unemployed ‘000 111 -3k -9.0 760.0 0.9 -5.4
Unemployment rate(a) % 6.5 -0.2 -0.8 85 — - Q.7
Parboipation rate(a) % 74.3 Cc.1 1.4 63.5 -0.1 05
JOB VACANCIES, August 95 ‘000 0.8 -3E.2 -B858 £2.0 155 -9.8
INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES IN PROGRESE, July 95
Working days lost ‘000 — — - 100.0 35.9 -8.2 0.3
Days lost per ‘000 ermployees (year ended July 95) no. 5 - 1B.7 -93.3 85 -12 6.3
BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION
HOUSING FINANCE, August 95
Secured commitments to mdividuals for
Criginal senes )
Construction of dwellings $m 849 271 6.0 579.7 6.9 -251
Purchase of new dwellings $m 9.7 11.5 -51.3 191.0 4.2 -16.¢
Purchase of establ:shed Jdwellings Fr Y- X3 27.0 227 29855 5.2 -2.2
Tots! housing commitments $m 80.4 6.3 -116 3 757.2 54 -7.5
Seasonally adjusted series
Tote! housing commitments $m 75.5 -7.9 -12.8 3 2939 -~ 10.8 -7.8
Trend series
Dwelling units financed ne. 801 8.0 -17.8 35 974 2.0 -13.3
Total housing commitmments $m 76.1 4.2 -20.2 3 536.2 1.0 -85
BUILDING APPRCVALS, Septermmber 8B
Original seres
Dwelling units no, 18,0 475 -31R8 11 068 - 50 -35.4
Valug of new residential $mn 18.7 336 -275 10798.2 -1.9 -32.2
Value of residential alterations and add'tons $m a7 - 2310 - 405 203.2 2.8 -21.2
Value of nor-residential $m 14.4 - B84 - 106 864.7 - 225 53.4
Value of total building $m 37.9 - 307 -237 2 1472 - 11.0 -11.0
Trend series
Dwelling units no. 58 3.3 -44.6 10 &B& -20 -35.1
BUILDING COMMENCEMENTS, June gtr 85
New houses * no. 314 -46- -14.7 28 5G4 1.1 -26.8
Value of houses commencec $m 5.9 -72 -17.1 2 486 8 4.8 -21.0
Value of non-residentia: bulding commenced $m 59.5 7.8 19.2 7 336.2 -18.3 -7.4
Value of total commencements $m 1233 -54 ~-22.5 G 4589 ~B.7 - 123

Far fantnotes see end of tadle.



TABLE 2. AUSTRALI&N CAPITKL TERRITORY BUSINESS INDICATORS, NOVEMBER 1995 — continued

Australian Capital Territory Australia
Change from Charige fram Change fromm Change from
previous same penod previcus same period
Latest period previous year Latest peried previous year
Indicator Unit figure %) (%} figure %) (%)
BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION — continued
PRICE INDEES
Established house price index, June gtr 85 (1989-90
=10C.0} 128.1 -2.%1 -4.3 11z.4 -0.7 i
PRICES, WAGES AND CONSUMER SPENDING
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX, September gtr 85 {19RG.00
=100.0x
Food 117.2 C.4 4.4 11854 1.5 4.5
Housing 111.3 c.5 11.8 105.¢ 0.7 11.1
Transportation 126.8 28 6.0 122.0 2.7 4.3
All groups 1181 1.3 5.8 117.6 12 5.1
AVERAGE WEEKLY LARNINGS. May 9%
Orginal senes
Maies 3 718.5C 1.8 0.6 &b2.7C 0.4 4.4
Females 3$ 516.5C 0.7 4.1 426.9C - 0.2 1.7
Total persons 3 616.20 1.0 2.3 548.10 — 3.1
Trend senes
Males % 711.4C 0.6 — £53.8C 0.8 4.1
Females 3 511.30 1.1 3.4 430.3C 0.7 2.3
Total persons % 611.30 1.1 1.7 548 50 0.6 3.0
RETAIL TURNOVER, September 95
Original series
food retaling $m 73.4 - 1.6 10.4 28721 -13 10.1
Ciepartmert stores §rr 20.5 3.C - 6.0 B5£.9 - 2.0 -34
Hospitality and services $er 28 8 1.1 1.4 1 7229 2.1 9.2
&il other retaling $m 56.3 5.2 3.3 3 1450 1.0 5.0
Total $m 179.0 1.4 4.6 9 603.9 — 6.9
Trend series
Food retatng gm 74.9 0.2 i2.0 3 8488 a.7 10.7
Departrment stores M Z3.8 -0.4 1.3 9A%.5 - A 4.0
Hospitatity and services $m 288 -0.7 a2 1 745.3 0.4 85
All other retaling $m 57.2 0.5 o7 22582 c.B 5.8
Total $m 184.7 0.1 5.5 9 89248 0.5 8.0
TOURISM AND TRANSPORT
HOTELS, MCTELS AND GUEST HOUSE
ACCOMMODATION, March gtr 95
Criginal sernes
Room nights 'DOC 2128 - 1.4 4.1 8 746.2 - 34 4.7
Talings at current prces $m 1B.E 2.2 7.4 776.7 - 25 10.3
Takings at 19889-9C prices $m 1€.2 —_ 3.2 676.7 - 4.2 €.0
Room gccupancy rate Dune gtr 85) % 64.C -21 3.2 56.1 - 34 ar
Seasonally adjusted seres
Room rights ‘000 218.9 7.4 3.6 g8 519.2 0.8 4,7
Takings at cuent prices g i9.4 9.6 7.2 7B7.€ 2.6 10.3
Takings at 19R9-30 prces $m 16,7 7.7 3.1 686.1 0.9 6.0
Trendg series :
Room nights ‘D00 215.8 3.0 2.8 B 036.2 1.4 B
Takings at_current prices $m 18.0 3.3 6.7 787.7 2.8 108
Takings at 1989-80 prices $m 16.3 0.6 1.5 £87.6 1.6 7.8
NEW MOTOR WEHICLE
REGISTRATIONS. September 35
Motor vehicles no. 1088 -7.1 14.0 49 266 -9.0 - 2.2
Seascraly adusted motor vehicles no. 1026 8.0 135 50 805 0.7 0.5
Trend motor vehicles na. GR3 - 2.5 7.2 51 181 -2.0 -1.3
AGGREGATE INDICATORS
STATE ACCOUNTS, June qtr S5(B;
Original series
Gross State product st average 19B%-8C prices $m 2 124 111 3.3 103 21C 4.0 3.8
Gross State product at current prices $m 2 438 9.6 4.5 114 B6E 5.0 5.9
State final dermand at average 1982-90 prices 3m 2 243 8.5 -2.0 10% 252 80 4.3
Private fina! consumption expenditure $rm 1342 5.8 6.4 71 313 4.8 7.7
Private gross fixed capital expenditure $m 205 1.5 -34.7 19 115 10.2 1.4
Trend series
Gross State product at average 1989-90 pnces $rm 2 064 0.4 25 104 172 C.3 2.8
Gross State produst at curmrent prices $m 2 391 0.7 4.0 115 612 1.3 5.E
State final demand at average 19B89-90 prices $m 2 872 -0.7 ~1.9 104 151 0.5 4.1
Private final consumpucn expenditure $m 1 3858 1.2 5.3 72 352 1.7 6.5
Private gross faed cagtal expendiure $rr 206 -12.3 -28.7 18 7.0 - 2.4 2.C

(a) Change shown in terms of percentage ponts. (b State estmates are not comparatue (T rational est-rates for June quarter 190% due to revised aggregates in State
Accounts (5242.0).

Source: ABS Catalpgue Nos: 3101 0, B206.0, $242.0, 5609.0. 82020, B202 0, 8302.0. 6321.C, 6354.0, 64010, 6416.0, 8501.0, 8634.0, BE3G 8, 8731.0,
B757.0.40 001, B7652.0.4C 001, 2301.C.



TABLE 3. ACT IN RELATION TO THE REST OF AUSTRALIA

{atest
indicator Unit  perod NSW Vic. Qla SA WA Tos. NT ACT Aust.
POPULATION OO Mer. qr 95 6 097.6 4 496.3 3 26560 14730 17242 4732 17385 303.9 18 DOC.5
LABCUR FORCE
Employed persons [trend) 000 Oct. 85 2 7886 20434 1 5027 656,32 828.0 199.7 77.2 160.5 8254.0
' Unemployrment rate (trend) % Ot 85 7.6 9.4 9.7 9.6 7.2 8.1 7.7 6.5 8.5
STATE ACCOUNTS(a)
Gross State product at
198G-80 prices (trend) $m June gtr @5 35 383 27 562 17 150 7462 11622 2110 1 18C 2 064 104 172
Gross State product at
current prices (trend) $m  Jume gqir @5 39 498 30 343 1B 765 859 12270 2437 1 252 2 391 1185 B12
BUILDING APPROVALS
l Dwelling units approved no.  Sept. 95 3 868 2 139 2 525 592 1 410 252 102 18¢ 11 068
| Dwelling units approved
| (trend) no.  Sept. 95 3712 2073 2534 587 1 362 230 126 158 10 BBG
I Value of non-residential
| building approved $m  Sept. ©5 2BE 6 2275 2228 311 79.0 88 15.7 14.4 864.7
Value of all buildings
approved $m  Sepr. 95 7E4.6 490.4 a49¢.3 88.2 217.4 40.8 27.6 37.9 2 147.2
ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION
Value of engineerng
construction work dore $m june gtr 95 13820 597.4 77G.3 2C1.0 485.9 65.2 635 386 37139
AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS
Full-tme adult ordinary time
ttrend) $ Mayqur 95 67180 64420 60570 616.70 643.8C 60550 66920 73510 646,10
RETAIL TRADE
Retail tumover (trend) $m  Sept. ©E 34954 22682 18341 7762 1 C1z4 2355 117.2 184.7 g 92418
HOTELS, MOTELS & GUEST
HOUSE ACCOMMOCATION
Room nights occupied
{trend) VGG Mar. gtr 958 30212 145398 Z 3CEH BC7.2 799.3 2640 2685 215 B 936.2
NEW MOTOR VEHCLE
REGISTRATIONS
Trend no.  Sept. 95 17 642 12 301 S 830 3 433 5 207 1155 830 g3 51 181
i Sya. Melb, Bris. Adel. Pertn  Hoban Darwan  Canberra Aust,
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX
| (1989-90=100.0)
Food Sept. gtr 95 116.0 1135 1154 117.8 1166  :17.3 118.3 117.2 115.4
Housing Sept. gtr 95 107.4 102.4 111.4 102.7 100.0 1080 1165 111.3 105.4
Transportatian Sept. gtr 95 1211 12z.4 120.1 124.4 1234 1194 115.0 126.8 1220
All Groups Sept. gtr 85 117.3 117.6 117.9 120.1 1156 1184 118.C 1191 o =
Average retail prices [cents)
Milk, cartor. supermarke:
, sales 1 iitre  Aug. qtr 85 108.0 3.0 111.0 1iC.0 1120 1200 100.0 100.0 n.a.
! Bread, white loaf, sliced,
supermarket sales: 680 g Aug qtr 85 179.0 160.0 171.0 13%.0 1630 1560 185.C 185.0 n.a.
Beef, rurmp steak 1 kg Aug qtr ©5 12600 1120.0 11380 1121.0 31200 11480 12580 11850 n.a.
Chicken, frozen 1 kg Aug qtr 85 295.0 3210 294.0 323.0 3240 3460 356.¢ 302.0 n.a,
Potatoes 1 kg Aug qgtr 95 98.0 137.C 106.0 87.0 121.0 71.0 123.0 110.0 n.a.
Coffee, instant 150 g jar  Aug. qtr 95 573.0 §61.0 - 6320 546.0 BbR3.C BB3D §20.0 568.0 n.a.
Scotch nip, public bar 30 mt Aug. gtr 8% 206.0 260.0 242.0 316.0 3570 2110 285.0 274.0 n.a.
Private motoring —
petrol, leaded 1 litre  Aug. gtr 85 170.6 71.1 638 72.0 75.4 75.4 75.4 78.0 n.a,
Private mototing — ‘
petrol, unieaded 1 litre  Aug atr 85 68.6 69.1 51.8 69.1 73.4 73.4 74.4 73.0 n.a.

{al State estmates are no® comparabie to national estmates for Jure guarter 1008 due to revised aggregates in State Accounts (5242.0).



TABLE 4. ACY IN RELATION TO THE REST OF AUSTRALIA — PERCENTAGE CHANGES

Latest
Indicator period NSW Vic, Qid 54 WA Tas. NT ACT Aust.
POPULATION Mar. gtr 95 0.3 0.2 0.7 0.1 0.6 0.1 0.8 0.8 0.4
LABOUR FORCE
Employed persons (trend) Oct. 95 0.2 -C.3 -3 - 0.2 =01 =01 -0.B 0.4 0.1
Unemployrment rate (trend)(a) 0CT. 85 —_ ¢.2 Q.3 - 0.1 — -01 — - 0.2 —
STATE ACCOUNTS(D)
Grass State product at
1985-90 prices {trend) June qgtr 85 0.3 0.7 0.4 1.3 0.8 0.1 1.0 0.4 0.2
Gross State product at
current prices (trend) Jurne gur 85 1.3 1.4 1.0 15 1.9 1.2 2.5 0.7 1.3
BUILDING APPROVALS
Dwellng units approved Sept. 95 2.2 16 -128 - 118 -11.7 13.0 - 315 475 - 4.4
Dwelling units approved (trend) Sept. 95 -2.1 -1.4 - 3.8 1.8 -0.9 08 - 8.0 3.3 - 2.0
Value of non-residentiai
building approved Sept. §5 - 458 260 -231 -13 485 218 - 242 -EBB4 - 22.4
Value of all buildings approved Sept. 95 - 206 48 - 158 -7.1 7.3 - 7.3 - 405 - 30.7 - 10.6
ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION
Value of engneering construction
work done June gtr B85 27.8 17.6 15.1 27.9 301 29.3 26.7 12.2 23.1
AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS
Full-tirme agult ordinary tirme
itrend) May, qtr @5 1.4 15 15 0.9 1.1 Q.6 0.7 1.2 1.3
RETAIL TRALE
Retal turnover (trend) Sept. 95 Q.7 0.3 0.2 C6 1.C - 0.4 0.8 01 0.5
HOTELS, MOTELS & GUEST
HCOUSE ACCOMMODATION .
Roorm nights occupied (trend) Mar. gtr 95 0.4 a7 1.4 1.0 1.2 1.0 - 3.2 Ae 1.4
NEW MOTOR VEHICLE
REGISTRATIONS
Trend Sept. 85 -2.4 -1.1 - 2.7 - 1.7 - 1.8 - 1.1 - 2.9 - 25 -2.0
Syd. Melb, Bris. Adei, Perth  Hobart Darwin Canberra Aust,
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX
{1885-90=100.0)
Fooc Sept. qu 95 1.8 16 0.8 21 C.8 1.0 - 0.2 0.4 1.5
Housing Sept. gr 9% G.B 0.4 0.6 05 1.0 1.4 0.2 0B 0.7
Trarsgportatan Sept. gr 9t 3.7 2.1 2.3 25 16 19 2.2 3E 2.7
All Groups Spet. qur 9% 1.6 1.2 0.8 1.1 0.6 1.1 1.0 1.3 i.2
Average retall prices (cents)
Milk, carton, supermarket saies Aug. gtr @5 6.2 1.8 — 5B a.r 26 1.0 -_— r.a.
Bread, white {oaf, siced,
superrmarket sales Aug. gtr 9% 1.1 39 1.8 Q.7 5.2 -0.6 — 5.1 n.a.
Beef, rump steak Aug. gtr 9 ~08 49 0.7 -16 -1.g -0.6 2.5 3.0 r.a.
Chicken, frozen Aug. gtr 95 -25 1.3 0.3 -15 -3.5 -11 4.4 7.1 r.a.
Potatoes Aug. qtr 95 -84 0.7 -28 -130 -2.4 -6.6 0.8 0.8 n.a.
Coffee, instant Aug. gtr 95 -1.7 -34 4.9 -4 4.9 2.7 i.2 -4.z rn.a.
Scotch nip, publc car ' Aug. gtr 95 1.3 1.6 1.3 0.3 -1.7 -0.5 1.0 2.2 h.a.
Pnvate mcionng — petrol,
leaded . Aug. gtr 95 2b 0.8 1.9 1.0 3.4 4.0 25 3.0 r.a.
Private motoring — petrol,
unleadex Aug. gtr 95 2.5 c.e 2.0 — 3.5 4.1 25 3.1 n.a.

{a) Criange shown n terms of percentage pomts. (b) State estmates are not comparable tc natora estmates for June nuarter 1995 due 1o revised aggregates in State
Accounts (5242 0).

Note: Figures in the above tables are either preliminary, final or revised to previously published figures Users should check the 1atest relevart publication o with ABS
Infarmation Services If the status of tre statstc 1S important. Symbofs used 0 this publication: — nd or rounded to 2ero; n.a. - nct avallable, p — preliminary data; r.p.
= not avallable for publicaton. . -
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